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SUBJECT: NORWEGIAN REPLY TO BREZHNEV LETTER ON ERW/RB 

1 . THE NORWEGIAN PRIME MINISTER DELIVERED HIS RESPONSE TO 
BREZHNEV'S JANUARY 5 LETTER PERSONALLY TO THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR 
ON APRIL 10. UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION OF THE TEST OF THE LETTER IS 

AS FOLLOWS: 

2. BEGIN TEXT: HONORED PRESIDENT, 

IN REPLY TO YOUR LETTER OF JANUARY 5 1978 I WILL ASSURE 
YOU. MR. PRESIDENT, THAT BOTH THE NORWEGIAN GOVERNMENT AND THE 
NORWEGIAN PEOPLE ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED OVER THE DANGERS INVOLVED 
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IN A CONTINUATION OF THE NUCLEAR ARMS RACE. 

YOUR DEMAND FOR FULL CANDOR IN THESE MATTERS I AGREE WITH 
FULLY, AND PERSONALLY I HOPE THAT MORE AND MORE DATA CAN BE 
RELEASED ABOUT MILITARY AFFAIRS BOTH IN THE EAST AND WEST, AND 
DATA BOTH ON NUCLEAR AND CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS, SO THAT WE CAN 
HAVE AN OPEN AND COMPREHENSIVE DEBATE ON THESE MATTERS WHICH ARE 
SO IMPORTANT FOR MANKIND. 
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A NUCLEAR WAR WOULD CLAIM VICTIMS AND CAUSE SUFFERING ON A 
SCALE WHICH ONLY THE STATE LEADERS WHO HAVE THE FULL INSIGHT 
IN THE NUCLEAR WEAPONS TECHNOLOGY COULD COMPREHEND. THIS 
PLACES UPON THE LEADING NUCLEAR POWERS IN THE WORLD. AND FIRST 
AND FOREMOST THE SOVIET UNION AND THE UNITED STATES, A SPECIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY TO STOP FURTHER REARMAMENT. 

THEREFORE MY GOVERNMENT GREETS WITH SATISFACTION PRESIDENT 
CARTER'S DECISION TO POSTPONE THE QUESTION OF PRODUCTION OF THE 
NEUTRON WEAPON. IT IS OUR HOPE THAT THIS DECISION WILL CONTIBUTE 
TO CREATE THE ATMOSPHERE WHICH IS NECESSARY TO ACHIEVE REAL 
PROGRESS IN THE WORK ON ARMS CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT. 

MY GOVERNMENT REGARDS IT AS A CENTRAL TASK TO CONTRIBUTE, 

TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY, TO THE EFFORTS TO STOP THE ARMS RACE 
BOTH IN THE NUCLEAR AND THE CONVENTIONAL AREA. THIS POLICY 
HAS BROAD SUPPORT IN THE NORWEGIAN NATION. RESPECTFULLY, ODVAR 
NORDLI. END TEXT. 

3. THE GON'S RESPONSE RECEIVED BROAD MEDIA COVERAGE IN THE 
MAIOR NORWEGIAN PRESS WHICH LINKED NORDLI'S ANSWER TO GENERAL 
NORWEGIAN SATISFACTION WITH PRESIDENT CARTER S POSTPONEMENT. 

THE MAJOR OSLO MAJOR OSLO DAILY "AFTENPOSTEN" QUOTED EXTENSIVELY 
FROM PRIME MINISTER NORDLI’S LETTER AND CONCLUDED WITH THE 

WISH THAT THE PRESIDENT'S DECISION WOULD CONTRIBUTE TO 
CREATING THE ATMOSPHERE NECESSARY TO ACHIEVE REAL PROGRESS 
INV ARMS CONTROL. 
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4. LEIF MEVIK, DIRECTOR OF THE MFA'S OFFICE OF POLICY PLANNING, 

COMMENTED TO EMBOFFS THAT FOREIGVN MINISTER FRYDENLUND AND PRIME 
MINISTER NORDLI HAD DELAYED THE RESPONSE UNTIL THEY HAD SOMETHING 
SPECIFIC TO LINK IT TO: IN THIS CASE THE APRIL 4 PARLIAMENTARY 

ARMS CONTROL DEBATE WHICH REFLECTED A BROAD POLITICAL CONSENSUS 
AGAINST PRODUCTION AND DEPLOYMENT OF THE ER/RB. HE SAID THAT 
THE LETTER HAD GONE THROUGH A NUMBER OF DRAFTS, A RECENT ONE OF 
WHICH HAD CONCLUDED WITH A MORE BALANCED STATEMENT THAN DID 
THE FINAL VERSION. 

5. COMMENT: THE TONE OF THE NORDLE RESPONSE ACCURATELY 
REFLECTS THE POLITICAL FEELING IN NORWAY AGAINST PRODUCTION 
AND DEPLOYMENT OF THE ER/RB. NEITHER THE POSITION OR THE RESPONSE 
ARE SURPRISING CONSIDERING NORWAY'S LONGSTANDING TRADITIONAL 
OPPOSITION TO NUCLEAR WEAPONS (WHICH LED TO THE POST-WAR 
PROHIBITION OF THEIR STATIONING ON NORWEGIAN SOIL) AND NORWAY'S 
TRADITIONAL FOREIGN POLICY PRINCIPLES EMPHASIZING ARMS CONTROL 
AS AN INHERENT ELEMENT OF SECURITY POLICY. THERE IS SOME 

CONCERN PARTICULARLY AMONG THE MORE CONSERVATIVE PARLIAMENTARIANS 
IN NORWAY AND AMONG MANY OF THE MORE INFORMED SECURITY SPECIALISTS 
IN THE GOVERNMENT THAT NONPRODUCTION AND DEPLOYMENT WOULD 
BE BASED ON EMOTIONAL OUTPOURINGS RATHER THAN ON CAREFUL 
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REFLECTION AND THAT THE MILITARY NEED FOR SUCH A WEAPON 
WAS LEFT UNFILLED. 

LERNER 
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